? What is the true faith 


Despite the importance of the word faith between the people in our Ummah (nation) , but like 
the word Islam , its concept has become unclear to many people now a days , for several 
reasons, and the most important reasons are , the weakness in the (original Arabic) 
language , and due to the appearance of different concepts of the word faith between 

. different Islamic sects or groups 

In this article | will answer the meaning of the word faith in language and in the Qura'n , and | 
: will discuss the relationship between Islam and faith , through the following axes 

Meaning of the word faith in language e 

Meaning of the word faith in the Qura'n e 

The meaning of faith in the messenger of Allah e 

Faith inGod e 

Faith in Angels e 

Faith in The Divine Books e 

Faith in the Messenger e 

Faith in the day of resurrection e 

Faith in fate e 

?ls there a difference between Islam and faith e 

Conclusion e 


Meaning of the word faith in language 


and it means(c+!) and it is derived from the verb (ck!) The word faith in Arabic means 
. or in English believed (3) 


Meaning of the word faith in the Qur'an 


In Qur'an, faith is not just believing in your heart , but also translating your believing into 
: actions , for example Allah said 

(San Cage gh alll ail G) Silas} Quail ail GIS Lj ) 

[yer 73 yall] 

And Allah would never make your (faith) be lost. Truly, Allah is full of Kindness, Most) 
(Merciful towards mankind 

[ Al-Bagarah : 143] 


Allah in the previous verse called prayer(Alsalah) as (Faith), he replaced the word prayer 

: with the word (Faith) . In Sunnah book(AL- Bukhari) there is a long Hadith 

Uz sla Cuae ye gta! gal: 

J sii Le pas ald « | glifis May ¢ Sst ol Sad « Alaa le Sle ail ¢ laa adnan Ge el ll ye ¢ Glau) gl Uae: a 5 
> cles ai) J la « aed 


(143 : 5 fall)(( pSibe) quand ail IS Ley )) 


Zuhair said: Abu Ishaq told us, in his speech this; " he died on the old (prayer Qiblah), before 
it turned to the new (Qiblah) , men and were killed, we did not know what to say about them, 
: did they die with faith or no , so Allah sent down, the verse 

((.. And Allah would never make your (faith) be lost)) 

[ Al-Bagarah : 143] 


: And Allah said 


aSiail (slid 6 Y 5a ol BO asses als aad 8 So 02 ca Spa YS Seles G98 Y Sle LSI 45) 

sie sl ests! ale 255% 5h 5 ab gal solul Si Gls Olas AVL peale G5 )8US5 a lo Oe Au lad Gye M5 
4h Las ldall Sai C5353 Laladll 2 935 Ll BLAU 6a GIS Y) Sie GS Ue 2 6158 Led Gere Sy Sg GUS Gas 
[Ao AE 2 8 jilll(G sland Lee Git 

And (remember) , when We took your covenant (saying): Shed not the blood of your) 
(people), nor turn out your self and your own people from their dwellings , Then, (this) you 
ratified and (to this) you bear witness. (84). After this, it is you who kill each other and drive 
out a part of you from their homes, assist (their enemies) against them, in sin and 
transgression , And if they come to you as captives, you ransom them, although their 
expulsion was forbidden to you , Then, do you believe in a part of the book ( Scripture) 
and disbelieve ( reject) the rest? Then, what is the recompense of those who do this among 
you, except (disgrace) in the life of this world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be 
(consigned to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do 

[ Al-Baqarah : 84 - 85] 


(4x1! Allah has taken from the children of Israel (Bani israel)the covenant(Almethaq 

in(Torah) that they shall not kill each other, nor shall they remove themselves from their 

? homes and they believe on (Torah) , but after that what did they do 

and half fighting with ,(u«sY'They split in to two parts , half fighting with the tribe of the (Ows 

and when (the Ows fighting the Khazraj) Jews fight each other, and ,(¢JA!ithe (Khazraj 

when the war ends , they[ free their people(prisoners)by giving some money or any other 

type of ransom to their enemy] , so in this part they follow the order of Allah , but they 

disobeyed Allah’s order in the other part of the book ( Torah), which is to not to shed 
eas not kill people) Allah called their (work) as 

(( 85. : 8 sdl)(Gaek Gs Si GUS Goad Sse gill 

do you believe in a part of the book ( Scripture) and disbelieve ( reject) the) 

[rest?)[AlBaqarah : 85 

That means, Do you work or believe on some of what is written in the book(Torah) , which is 

[ free their people(prisoners)by giving some money or any other type of ransom to their 

enemy] , and avoid or disbelieve on some of what is written in the book[killing people], As 

you can notice from the verse above , the word (Faith) took the meaning of work, and 

is the opposite of the word Faith ,which means it’s also the opposite (_‘Sidisbelief(Al-Kufur 

. of the word ( work) in Islam , that is, disobedience 

So the opposite of faith is disbelief ,and a person can be a disbeliever(infidel) from different 

ways , for example ,by ingratitude, denial(lying), obstruction(deactivation), and 

all of them are opposite of the word faith, because all of them means to ,(4ll!)inattention 

. (not work ) or to not translate Allah's orders into actions 


In the Qur'an, the true faith is related to the work, that is, if there is a belief in the heart, and 
confirm the belief by the tongue _, but without translating it into actions , then God will not 
consider this belief in the heart as a true faith , but considers it to be a lie and here is the 

: evidence , Allah said “ ; ; ; 
(G2JUall 4 sill sag Y ails td SUL | 5238 Gpdll sill Oia Gay | laa Gas jleall SiS Le glans al 3 a1 sill | glad Gall ia) 
[9 :Axeall] 


The likeness of those who were entrusted with the (Torah)[ Carrying Torah], is as the) 
likeness of adonkey which carries huge burdens of books (but understands nothing from 
them) , How bad is the example of the people who deny(lied) the Aya’t (proofs, 
evidences, verses, signs, revelations) of Allah , And Allah guides not the unjust people 
[ (polytheists, wrong-doers, disbelievers)[Al-jumu'ah : 5 


If you focus in the previous verse , you will find that the Jews who were having (Torah), to 
follow it ,and work by it, , they did not work by it, and therefore the (Torah) does not benefit 
them , because they carry it as the donkey carries books on his back as Allah said , itis a 
weight and the donkey does not benefit from it , and as Allah said in the previous verse 

( Goebel sill gagd Y ai 5 ail LL 13S Gail » ll Ube Ga) 

[> Anaad] 

How bad is the example of the people who deny(lied) the Aya’t (proofs, evidences, ) 
verses, signs, revelations) of Allah, And Allah guides not the unjust people (polytheists, 
[ wrong-doers, disbelievers)[Al-jumu'ah : 5 


That is, they lied about the Torah by not following the orders or by not work by it , even 
though the Jews acknowledge the (Torah) by their tongues and believe in their hearts , but 
this heartfelt belief, and this acknowledgement of the tongue is a lie in fact unless it is 

. translated into actions 


The meaning of faith in the messenger of Allah 


In the famous hadith between Jibril and the prophet Muhammad about the Faith , the 
prophet Muhammad answered Jibril to the question (Tell me about the Faith ?) , the prophet 
: Muhammad said 

Is to believe in God , and his angels, and his books, and his messengers and the last 

. (day(resurrection) , and the fate (good and bad 

. The prophet Muhammad gave the (six pillars of Faith) as an answer 

Before talking about the pillars of faith , you reader should be alert (notice) to something 
that many people inattention a bout it , which is , that when the prophet speaking and 

he was speaking with Arabs (who knows his language ,the ,(4‘+-4!!)teaching his companions 
original Arabic language ) , and therefore when he answered them, he chosed the answers 

. they need to know 

For example, when the question is about what is faith, the prophet will not give the linguistic 
meaning of the word faith, because the questioner does not ask about the meaning of the 
word, this is known to him before , but he asks about in what is manifested the true faith ? 
So the answer of the prophet Muhammad was depending on the question and the 


understanding of the questioner, So he gave the )six pillar of Faith( as an answer .The 
: following are some details about the six pillars of Faith 


Faith in God 


In short , faith in God means to acknowledge that god is the creator of the universe by 
saying it and translating it into actions and by following the gods order , and living your life 
. according to it 


For more information , you can read (Millat Ibrahim Arabic articles series),how to believe in 
God is discussed in detail , you can find them in the Arabic section . 


Faith in Angels 


Angels are creatures created by the God who perform certain tasks(works) assigned to 
them, and they do not disobey God's command and do what they command 

God mentioned the Angels in many verses, so who don't belief in angels is disbelieving in 
: the Qur'an and Allah .Allah said 

OS AE ail) SLAG Ls GIN G5 A ely COU che Asal 1) 4 ASAI Jel Ga M15 Si yLaidl yt a) Leal) 
(S28 8 

[) spb] 

All praise and thanks are Allah’s, [the (only) Originator or the (Only) Creator] of the ) 
heavens(skies) and the earth , Who made the angels messengers with wings, two or three 
orfour , He increases in creation what He wills , — Verily , Allah is Able to do all 
[things)[Fatir : 1 


Faith in The Divine Books 


Many people consider that faith in the books of God is to believe that the heavenly books 
are only from God, and that's it . While the faith in books means learning them and following 
. god's orders , and converting them into actions 

For more information you can read an Arabic article about (What is the meaning of the faith 
(? in Qura'n and Sunnah 

It should be noted here that following the books after the mission of the messenger 
(Muhammad) means to Follow the (Qura'n and Sunnah ) only , because his message is the 
‘last , dominant , and not warped message , Says Our Lord Almighty 

is Gila Le hel al of V5 ail il Lay piss aS ale Lined 5 ASM Ge 435 Gu Lad Beas Gals CSM Stal L535) 
aSaa ye ail cal) SII) | shield SUT Le cpa oS shal S15 Sia, Al Seal ai BLS gly Llging 4é yd adie Likes USI Gall 
(Gs 4.8 AS Ly SL Lees 

[eA :3ailall] 

And We have sent down to you: the Book ,_ in truth, confirming the Scriptures (Books) ) 
Muhaiminan] (trustworthy in highness and a witness) over]isx that came before it, and 
them (old Scriptures) , So judge among them by what Allah has revealed , and don’t 
follow their vain desires, diverging away from the truth that has come to you , To each 
among you, We have prescribed alaw and aclear way , and If Allah had willed, He would 


have made you one nation , but that (He) may test you in what He has given you, so 
compete in good deeds , The return of you all is to Allah , then He will inform you about 
(.that in which you used to differ 

[ Al-Ma'edah :48 ] 


Faith in the Messenger 


Faith in the messengers is one of the most important topic talked about in the Qur'an, the 
infidels were mostly acknowledging the existence of God and proving to his abilities , but 
they lie(denial) the messengers of Allah , and say you are not sent from the God , Allah said 


[1 © ssl] (GoA8SS YY abil of eco Gs Gas Sil Oil Leg Like a SY) til G1 lt) 


They (people of the town) said: “You are only human beings like ourselves, and the Most) 
[ Gracious (Allah) has revealed nothing , You are only telling lies)[Yasin : 15 


Faith in the messengers as well as the rest of the pillars of faith , does not mean simply 
believing that God sent the messengers and that's it , but learning from them and believing 
on them and following the prophet Muhammad's orders and avoid his forbiddance . But the 
problem of the disbelievers (infidels) with the messengers is the arrogance ,so this prevent 
them from believing in the messengers . the next verse is a conversation between the(village 
: owners) and their messengers , as Allah said 
aa) Uy |b a 55d Lab SSG al All LL) TG gli yal Wala 3) 4a) Glare Sie afl ps5) 
Lisle Le (DS she vad Sl) Ui) ales LG | MDS 8S YI ail ol geet Oe Gael Os Leg Labs 5:55 VY] al Le | MO) shin ya 
aod adil i LSS cal ae 8 pus | dual Gide UL Sitio; Shs 1 ph ab oil A&G SLi U1 ps) EY) 
(C.s8 pws 
[) 9-9 ou] 
And give them an example , ( dwellers of the town) , when there came Messengers to ) 
them (13) When We sent to them two Messengers, they denied them both; so We 
reinforced them with a third, and they said: “Verily, we have been sent to you as 
Messengers (14) They (people of the town) said: “You are only human beings like 
ourselves, and the Most Gracious (Allah) has revealed nothing , You are only telling lies 
(15) The Messengers said: “Our Lord knows that we have been sent as Messengers to 
you, (16)And our duty is only to convey plainly (the Message) (17) They (people) said: For 
us, we see an (evil omen) from you , if you cease not( if you don’t stop ) , we will surely 
stone you , and apainful torment will touch you from us ( 18 ) They (Messengers) said: 
“Your evil omens be with you (Do you call it “evil omen”) because you are admonished? 
Musrifn] (transgressing all bounds by committing all kinds] Gs§ >» Nay, but you are a people 
(of great sins, and by disobeying Allah 
[ Yasin : 13 - 19] 


The response of the people of the village to their messengers shows that they were feeling 
arrogance(insolence) do not accept to follow them, so they denied them even before they 
knew the content of what they sent 


Faith in the day of resurrection 


in particular, are based on belief in the other day (4+!) Religion , and the (credendum 
(Resurrection) , and it does not simply means just believing in the day of resurrection , but it 
. also means to work for that day and to feel afraid from that day 

For more information , you can read an Arabic article , which is about( The meaning of Faith 
. in the day of resurrection ) the article shows how to convert this faith into a practical form 
Faith in fate 

that means, everything is originally destined , , (!| It manifested in faith in the (unseen 

. your life , your death all are destined and known from the God 

This faith in fate makes the Muslim in a state of permanent satisfaction, because he believes 
in god's plan even if it was (Affliction/tribulation) , because Allah is (just/unbiased) and gives 
. everyone their due , and if not in this life ,he will give them their due in the resurrection day 
The faith in fate makes some people use it in a wrong way , they use it as (a mean of 
dependence ) , So they don’t work ,because in their mind everything is destined before from 
!! the god 

This is wrong , yes god’s knows everything , but it doesn’t mean that the result of your works 
doesn’t depends on you , God’s mentioned in the Qura’n that he created us to worship him , 
he created us to test us . God didn’t provides the all answers to the human beings , and 
our mission is to worship god in aright way and search for the available answers as much as 
. possible 


?ls there a difference between Islam and faith 


Due to Umar ibn al-Khattab's, Hadith about Jibril and the meanings of ( Islam , Faith , and 
many people believe that the Islamic religion is consists of three , (u4=Y! Charity ( Al-Ihsan 
: levels , Islam , then faith and then charity , due to what is mentioned in the next verse 

Viste aSlLecd Cpe Stl Y Al puny 5 ail I ptabad ol 5 Selb gb Slay Uday Lely Ll 18 OSI5 Ital od Ub al Gt je! culls) 
[)¢ rol paalif(sa5 5 sib ail G) 

The Bedouins[Arabs] say : We believe , (Say): “You believe not, but say you people ,) 
‘We have surrendered ourselves (Aslamna) to allah , and when the Faith entered your 
hearts , But, if you obey Allah and His Messenger , He will not decrease anything in 
(reward for your deeds , Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving , Most Merciful 

[Al-Hujurat : 14] 


Is this division true ? so that one can be a Muslim without being a believer(Faith) or Charity 
1? 

In fact, all those who say this division , are people who have not realized the truth of Islam 
and the truth of faith because if they had realized it, they would not have said that religion is 
three levels , and here's the answer to the question of (is there a difference between Islam 

? and Faith 

. Islam is a decision made by a person to surrender himself totally to God 

The (faith) is the work , and it means ( translating the decision of Islam into works or actions 


( 


therefore, when the Arabs said we (believe), the messenger Muhammed answered them , 
(You didn't believe ,which means you didn't convert your Islam into works , as Allah said 
: also in the next verse 


(Cy shotteall ad GUN oh atl Jace (28 gana ail 5 pall gals | gable 5 | siting al Si ad gus 5 stile | pial Guill 5 sie gall Lail) 
[Vo 2 jaa] 


Only those are the [believers] who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and) 
afterward they (doubt not), but strive with their wealth and their lives for the Cause of Allah 
(, Those , They are the truthful 

[Al-Hujurat : 15] 

. So Islam is a decision and Faith is executing the Islam decision 


Conclusion 


We have previously seen the meaning of the true faith with evidence, so reader you have to 
review your faith and ask yourself this question 


?Am | a believer 


And the answer must not be yes | am a believer , because | believe in god and in what the 
messenger of Allah has said, but the answer should be | am a believer because | do so and 
so, that is, your answer must contain the word work and not just sayings 

If you were not a believer before, the opportunity still exists that you can believe today in 
God, His angels, his books, his messengers, the day of (resurrection ) , and the fate (good 

. and bad ) , by starting to work as a real believer 


Note : ((The English translation (Tafsir) of Qura’an and Hadith is correct ,but inaccurate ,so 
(( learning Arabic to understand the exact meanings is necessary 
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